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Goals

• Examine trends in Virginia’s oral workforce  

• Dig deeper into workforce demographic and economic 
indicators

• Examine their geographical distribution
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Goal 1: Examine Trends
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In 2022, 2% drop in 
total licensees and 

workforce

6% drop in FTEs in 
2022

Trends in Dentistry Licensees and Workforce
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
11%, 8%, (increase) and 4% decline in licensee, workforce, and ftes compared to 2013
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Overall, VA dentistry workforce appears adequate relative to 
national numbers

5,720 dentists worked in VA in 2022; 2.6% of 202,536 nationally 

60.84
66.19

UNITED STATES VIRGINIA

Dentists per 100,000 pop
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Since 2013, increases 
in licensees, 

workforce, and FTEs

18%, 17%, and 12% 
increase in 

licensees, workforce, 
and FTEs

Trends in Dental Hygienist Licensees and Workforce
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://datausa.io/profile/soc/dental-hygienists . About 3% of the nation’s 187,000 dental hygienists work in VA.
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Overall, VA dentistry workforce appears adequate; not much 
lower than national numbers
5,290 dental hygienists (2.8% of 187,000 nationally) and 46 
dental assistants II worked in VA in 2022 

65.04
61.21

UNITED STATES VIRGINIA

Dental Hygienists per 100,000 pop
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Goal 2: Demographic and Economic indicators
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Virginia has fewer 
dentists in the youngest 
and oldest ages groups

Median age is stable

Younger age distribution

17%

28%

23%

31%

18%

25%
22%

35%

AGE UNDER 35 35 TO 44 45 TO 54 55 AND OVER

Dentists' Age Distribution: VA vs. US

VA US
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Virginia has more 
hygienists in the 
youngest and oldest 
ages groups

Median age is declining

Younger age distribution

58%

28%

14%

54%

34%

12%

AGE UNDER 30 30 TO 40 40 AND OVER

Dental Hygienists' Age Distribution: VA vs. US

VA US
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Mean Age of Dental Hygienists: VA vs. US
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
However, when we overlay the two population pyramids, we can see a bit more clearly the changes between 2013 and 2022.
Again, the color bars represent the population pyramid for 2013 and the clear bars represent the population pyramid for 2022.
With this, we can see that there has been an increase in the numbers of male dental hygienists in the 40-54 age groups and the 34 and younger age groups.
When it comes to female dental hygienists in the workforce, we see increases in their numbers in the 60+, and 44 and younger age groups. 
Finally, when compared to 2013, we see decreases in the percentage of age groups 55 and older represented in the workforce. 
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Median income 
stable since 2018

Increase in 
median education 
debt since 2013

2 out of 5 dentists 
have education 
debt

Trends in Income and Debt: Dentists 
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Median income has 
been stable since 2020

29% of workforce has 
education debt; median 
debt stabilizing

Decreasing % of 
dental hygienists 
under 40 with 
education debt

Trends in Income and Debt: Dental Hygienists
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Used by permission of HWDC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also examined trends in income and debt, and what we found was that median income remains stable since 2022, at $65 thousand. 
Currently, about 2 out of 7 dental have education debt. However, we see that the percentage of those with median debt has been relatively consistent, around 28%-29%.  Additionally, median debt itself seems to be stabilizing and is still lower than median income. 
We also see that the percentage of those under then age who have education debt has been decreasing since around 2014 and 2015. Currently, 46% dental hygienists under the age of 40 have education debt.
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Increases in 
those expecting 
to retire by 65

Those expecting 
to retire in 10 yrs. 

remains stable

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also examined Dentists’ future plans in terms of retirement. �What we see here is that since 2020, there has been a pretty sharp increase in the percentage of those who said they expected to retire by 65. It currently stands at 48%. 
However, if we take a look at those who said they expected to retire within 10, that percentage has remained relatively stable. 
It’s important to view this in context, because this is a workforce with a younger age distribution. So it may be that when these dentists get closer to retirement, their expectations of when they will retire shift.  
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Used by permission of HWDC
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Over time, 
slight increase 
in retirement 
expectations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In terms of dental hygienists' future plans, we see that over time, there has been a slight increase in the percentage of those who expect to retire at 65 and in the percentage of those who expect to retire in 10 years. 
Currently, 68% expect to retire at 65, and over 1 in 4 expect to retire in a decade. 
That being said, the median age of this workforce is 43, so as they get close to retirement age these expectations may shift. 



Department of Health Professions

Digging deeper – Geographical Distribution
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Geographic Distribution: Dentists 

Highest concentration is in Northern VA
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Geographic Distribution: Dental Hygienists 

Highest number is in Northern VA
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Highest concentration per capita is in Hampton Roads
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Conclusion 
Access to dental workforce in Virginia is similar to US although 
VA workforce is slightly older 

Dental hygienists and dentists are concentrated in different 
areas of the state

Dental hygienist have higher underemployment and voluntary 
unemployment rates than dentists
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Questions?

Speaker’s Contact Information
Yetty Shobo, PhD
(804)-597-4210

YETTY.SHOBO@DHP.VIRGINIA.GOV
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